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The State Of Tourism in Pakistan. 

By: Hira Ghazanfer. 


Introduction: 


Tourism in Pakistan is a growing industry and In 2010, Lonely Planet termed Pakistan as being 
"tourism's ‘next big thing’ for more years than we care to remember. [But] world media 
headlines [always] send things off the rails" In 2018, the British Backpacker Society ranked 
Pakistan as the world's top adventure travel destination, describing the country as "one of the 
friendliest countries on earth, with mountain scenery that is beyond anyone’s wildest 
imagination." This geographically and ethnically diverse country has much to offer, from natural 
beauty and historical heritage to cultural diversity. According to the Travel and Tourism 
Competitiveness Report 2017 released by the World Economic Forum, the direct contribution of 
travel and tourism to Pakistan's GDP in 2015 was US$ 328.3 million, constituting 2.8% of the 
total GDP. According to the World Travel and Tourism Council, the direct contribution of travel 
and tourism to Pakistan's GDP in 2016 was US$ 7.6 billion (PKR 793.0 billion), constituting 
2.7% of the total GDP. By 2025, the government predicts tourism will contribute Rsl trillion 
(US$9.5 billion) to the Pakistani economy. 


Historical places in Pakistan 


The country's attractions range from the ruin of Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa to the Himalayan 
hill stations, for those interested in winter sports. Pakistan is home to several mountain peaks 
over 7000 m, which draw adventurers and mountaineers from around the world, especially K2. 
The north part of Pakistan has many old fortresses, ancient architecture and the Hunza, Chitral 
Valley, home to small Kalash people community and Fairy Meadows, Diamer District of Gilgit 
Baltistan. The romance of the historic Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province is timeless and legendary, 
Punjab province has the historic city Fahore, Pakistan's cultural capital, with many examples of 
Mughal architecture such as Badshahi Masjid, Shalimar Gardens, Tomb of Jahangir and the 
Fahore Fort. Before the global economic crisis, Pakistan received more than 500,000 tourists 
annually since 2000. 

Facts and figures Regarding Tourism In Pakistan . 

In 2016, foreign tourists visiting Pakistan stood at 965,498. Pakistan's tourism industry attracted 
an estimated 1.1 million foreign tourists annually in 2011 and 966,000 in 2012 contributing $351 
million and $369 million respectively. Before declining to 565,212 in 2013 which contributed 
only $298 million, in 2014, Pakistan received 530,000 foreign tourists contributing $308 million. 
By comparison, Pakistan's domestic tourism industry is estimated at 50 million tourists who 
travel in the country on short trips usually between May to August. The largest tourism inflow in 
2010 was from the United Kingdom, followed by the United States, India and China 
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Some historical places: 


1: Moenjodaro : is an archaeological site located on the right bank of Indus River in Larkana 
District of Sindh. Dating back to the beginning of 3rd millennium BC, the 5000-year-old city 
was one of the largest and earliest urbanized settlements in South Asia. The ruins were first 
discovered in 1922 and major excavations were carried out in the 1930's, however after 1965 
further excavations were banned due to weathering and disintegration. Only one-third of the site 
has been revealed so far and site conservation works have been on-going since then. 


2: Taxila: is an archaeological site located in the Rawalpindi District, 30 km northwest of 
Islamabad. The city dates back to the Gandhara period and contains the ruins of the Gandharan 
city of Taksasila which was an important Hindu and Buddhist centre, and is still considered a 
place of religious and historical sanctity in those traditions. 


3: Takht-i-Bahi : meaning spring throne, is a Buddhist monastic complex dating to the 1st 
century BC located on top of a 152 m high hill. The ruins are located about 16 km from Mardan 
and 80 km from Peshawar. Sahr-i-Bahlol is a small fortified city, dating from the same era, 
located near Takht-i-Bahi. The historical complex is a complete Buddhist monastery consisting 
of four main groups; the Court of Stupas, a monastic complex, a temple complex, and a tantric 
monastic complex. 


Problems in Tourism: 


Statistics from the last decade show tourism is a "market-led industry and not supply driven" 
which has led a large decline in travel to Pakistan. This has led to fewer tour agencies being set 
up and development of historical sites. It has been estimated that the public and private sectors 
have gradually earned less income from the tourism market causing less investment and 
innovation within the industry. This has led to several sites to depreciate over time and the lack 
of minimum international standards have left many sites in poor states. The latest budget showed 
that less money was being spent on research and marketing and more on defence and other fixed 
markets. The 2017 World Economic Forum's Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Report 
(TTCR) ranked Pakistan 125th out of 136 countries.[13] Low branding and marketing 
effectiveness and low priority the government gave to the travel and tourism industry. 
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Conclusion: 


As we See that In October 2006, The Guardian released what it described as "The top five 
tourist sites in Pakistan" to help the country's tourism industry.[56] Pakistan was ranked 47 out 
of 200 countries in an analysis of the World Travel and Tourism Council's (WTTC) growth 
figures by Lovehomeswap.com, which said: "If the country becomes more peaceful, visitor 
numbers are predicted to rise".- 


1 World economic forum survey:New York Times. 



